﻿The Friend of God

Hebrews 11:17-19 -- Genesis 22:1-13

Telescope -- Microscope

Introduction:

I.   The Test from God – Genesis 22:1-2
A. The Time – “after these things”
He had left his home

He had left his family

He had received the promise.

He had finally received the heir.

He had sent his other son, Ishmael, away.

B. The Test – “sacrifice your son”

1. Take your Son, your only son

Hebrews 11:17 His only begotten son


μονογενής - μονο–one /γενής - kind



One of a kind – unique
“A” son would be bad enough.
This is the son of the covenant. The seed starts with him.

No doubt he was idolized by his father.

“Hold loosely these things because it hurts when God has to pry your fingers away” (Corrie Ten Boon)
2. A “burnt offering”

The burnt offering was completely consumed.


3. Your best animal will not do.
To obey is better than sacrifice.
4. You, alone, must offer him – 
No matter how distasteful you find it.

Not, I am going to do it.

Or, I’m going to get someone to do it.

5. God gave no explanation and Abraham asked for none.
He just obeyed – he always had

It was a habit with him.

II. The Trip to Moriah – Genesis 22:3-4

A. He Got an Early Start
Vision was at night – this is apparently the next morning.

Beersheba to Jerusalem was about 50 miles.

A three-day journey to the north, and they walked!

B. He Prepared for the Sacrifice - Wood, coals, knife.
C. They Arrived Three Days Later 

III. The Trust of Abraham – Genesis 22:5-10

A. He Left the Young Men and the Donkey

They might object and interfere.  
B. He Expected that they Both would Return
Hebrews  11:19﻿
﻿“concluding that God ﻿﻿was able to raise him up, even from the dead,”
C. Abraham and Isaac Went on Alone - Genesis 22:7-8
1. Isaac’s obvious question – 22:7
“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the ﻿﻿lamb for a burnt offering?” 
2. Abraham’s wise answer – 22:8
“My son, God will provide for Himself the ﻿﻿lamb for a ﻿﻿burnt offering.” 

C. Abraham Prepared for the Sacrifice – 22:9-10 

1. He built an altar
2. He placed the wood in order.

3. At This Point He had to Tell Isaac
Isaac was not a child. 

16 years Unger 

(birth 2061- this event 2045)
Probably closer to 25

He could probably out wrestle a 125 year old man

This says:

He trusted his father.

He trusted his father’s God. 
4. He bound Him on the Altar
IV. The Turn of Events – 22:11-13

A. Abraham Took the Knife to Kill Isaac.
1. He expected that Isaac was going to die.

2. Isaac expected that he was going to die.
B. The Angel of the Lord Stopped Him
1. The Angel of the Lord spoke from heaven

2. Don’t lay your hand on the “lad”

3. You have passed the test.

C. A Substitute was Provided.

1. A ram was caught in a thicket by his horns.

2. God had provided a substitute.

V.  The Tribute of Abraham – Genesis 22:14

He named the place - Jehovah-jireh - “The Lord will provide”
At the time of the writing of Genesis, in the mount of Jehovah it shall be provided.
The lessons about true worship from Abraham’s test.(BKC)
1.  Faith obeys completely the Word of God. 

2. Faith surrenders the best to God, holding nothing back. 

3. Faith waits on the Lord to provide all one’s needs. 

But God does not provide until personal sacrifice has been made. 
True worship is costly. 
This was always so for Israel when they brought sacrifices. 
Those offerings were supposed to be given in faith, so God would provide all the needs of each willing worshiper.

The Message About Salvation in Abraham’s Test (Arlen Chitwood)
1. The place where Isaac was offered was in the region where Jerusalem was later built. I Chronicles 3:1
2. Abraham offered his only son on Moriah, God offered His only Son on Moriah.

3. Abraham’s ram died in the place of Isaac -- God’s Lamb died in the place of you.

4. Abraham and his son were alone on Moriah.
God brought darkness from noon to 3 PM so that He and His Son could be alone on Moriah.

5. Isaac offered no resistance -- Jesus offered no resistance.
6. Isaac was unable to help himself. It was the ram or physical death.
Mankind is unable to help himself. It is Jesus or eternal death!

7. The ram was offered as a gift; It was useless to Isaac until it was accepted.
God’s Lamb was offered as a gift; He too is useless to you until He is accepted.
